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Locomotives  
 

Diesel  
 
British Railways Class 20: D8001  

 

 
 
Built by English Electric in 1957 at the Vulcan Foundry in Newton le Willows, this 

locomotive was one of a prototype batch of Class 20 locomotives which owed its 
origins to the 1 955 modernisation plan, in which manufacturers were asked to 

produce trial builds for evaluation. The design was based on one which EE had 
designed for export and consequently proved extremely successful at home.  

 
In all, 228 were built by 1968 for freigh t work, but were also used for summer 

passenger excursion trains. The prototype batch were first allocated to Devonôs Road 

Depot in London and the locomotives of this class were eventually used throughout 
almost the entire network but to begin with on the Scottish, Eastern and London 

Midland regions.  
 

A number of the class are still in use on the main line and at least 28 are now 
preserved. D8001 worked in the construction of the Channel Tunnel and was for some 

time at the Midland Railway Centre, Butterley.  
 

Builder  English Electric  
Vulcan Foundry  

Built  1957  

Class or type  20  Running No  D8001  
Weight  74 tons  Operational Status  Under Repair  

Brake Type  Air/Vac  Arrived  9 th  June 2008  
Owner  Class 20 

Locomotive Society  
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British Railways Class 31: 31 414 (for merly 31 514 and D5814)  

 

 
 

Built by Brush at Loughborough in 1961, this is an ñA1A-A1Aò bogie arrangement 
diesel locomotive (A1A being a power axle, a load bearing axle, and a power axle), 

fitted with a 1470 horse power English Electric 12SVT engine, and English Electric 
traction motors, with air and vacuum brakes. It was originally fitted with a steam heat 

boiler but this was subsequently removed and an Electric Train Heating Alternator was 
fitted. It was first allocated, when new, to the Midland Region o f British Railways (BR) 

in September 1961 to the depot at Darnall, Sheffield.  

 
These locomotives, of which 263 were built and 30 are preserved, were used for 

freight, engineering and passenger trains, but are most remembered for secondary 
passenger trains . It continued its working life all over the country, being allocated 

variously around Sheffield, Old Oak Common (London), Bristol, March, Crewe, and 
finally back to Old Oak Common, where it was stored by its then owners English 

Welsh and Scottish Railways  (EWS), a freight operator, in July 1999. The Locomotive 
was purchased by Mr Tim Moore and Mr Chris Beale, the proud owners, in June 2005 

and arrived here at the EVR on the 17 th  June 2005. It has been restored to Inter -City 
livery. It has since been fitted  for multiple unit operation (ñPink Circleò). 
 

Builder  Brush, 
Loughborough  

Built  1961  

Class or type  31  Running No  31 414  
Weight  109 tons  Operational Status  Operational /Under 

Repair  
Brake Type  Air/Vac  Arrived  June 2005  

Owner  Tim Moore  

Chris Beale  
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Ruston and Horns by Class 165 DE: 4 02803 ñFaradayò 

 
 
One of a class (of 154) built by Ruston and Hornsby in 1956 for ICI ltd. This 0 -4-0  

engine, was used for many years at the ICI chemical works at Wallerscote and 
Winnington in Cheshire, number 402803. Being a diesel elec tric locomotive. Arriving 

at the EVR in 2002  this was one of the first  locos to arrive on the railway.  I t provides 
power for shunting and engineering trains and is owned by Mr M Bromley. Maximum 

speed 15 mph, tractive effort 14,200 pounds  
 

Builder  Ruston &  Hornsby, 

Lincoln  

Built  1956  

Class or type  165DE  Works No  402803  
Weight  28 tons  Running No  402803  

Brake Type  Air/UF  Operational Status  Not Operational  
Owner  Martin Bromley  Arrived  2002  
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Ruston and Hor nsby Class 165DS: 319284  

 

 
 

This 0 -4-0 l ocomotive was built by Ruston and Hornsby in 1952 and is generally 
similar to the one above, but is diesel mechanical, of which 124 were built at Rustons 

works in Lincoln. It has a Ruston 6VPHL engine. It spent most of its working life in the 
sidings of th e Shell Oil Refinery at Stanlow near Ellesmere Port. Arriving at the EVR in 

2002, it provides power for shunting and engineering trains on the railway and is 
owned by Mr M Bromley.  

 
Maximum speed 15 mph, tractive effort 14,200 pounds   
 

Builder  Ruston & Ho rnsby, 
Lincoln  

Built  1952  

Class or type  165DS  Works No  319284  
Weight  28 tons  Running No  319284  

Brake Type  Air/UF  Operational Status  Not Operational  
Owner  Martin Bromley  Arrived  2002  

 
 
 

Ruston and Hornsby Class 165DS: 313394 ñD2791ò (Kirtley)   
Left the  EVR for the Telford Steam Railway  in November 2009   
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Thomas Hill (Rotherham) Ltd Class Vanguard  ñHydra ò 

 
 

   
 
This locomotive has  a 0-6-0 wheel layout and was built by Thomas Hill in their 

Kilnhurst works at Rotherham . It has a Rolls -Royce supercharged 8 cylinder C8SFL 
engine that produces around 311 brake horse power.  Hydra has a tractive effort of 

about 30,000lbs . This loco was originally fitted with air start . This is because the 
nature  of the  work  required it to be flameproof . It i s Wyver nrailôs intention  to convert 

the engine to  electric start for ease of use.  
 

The loco  was brought new by the  previous owner and  has spent itôs entire career 
hauling bitumen  tankers at the  British Petroleum  (BP)  oil r efinery in  Llandarcy on the 

coast  of South Wales. At Llandarcy the locomotives running number  was 6, it has 
been named Hydra since arriving on the EVR.  

 
This loco has been purchased by Wyvernrail for use on permanent way trains.  

 
Builder  Thomas Hill,  

Rotherham  

Built  1968  

Class or type  Vanguard  Works No  194V  
Weight  48 Ton s Running No  6 

Brake Type  Air/UF  Operational Status  Not Operational  
Owner  Wyvernr ail  Plc Arrived  February 2009  
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Thomas Hill (Rotherham) Ltd Class Vanguard ñTommyò 

 

 
 
This loco is the younger sister locomotive of  the one  on the previous page.  The two 

locomotives are almost identical in many  way s. Both were built by Thomas Hill at  
Kilnhurst, Rotherham. It has a naturally aspirated Rolls -Royce C8NFL 8 cylinder diesel 

engine and a hydraulic transmission.  The engine produces about 272 brake horse 
power.  The two locos Tommy and H ydra (see previous ) have different horse power 

ratings  but are the same weight. This means that the final drive ratios have to be  
different  to produce the same tractive effort.  Tommy  is geared lower tha n Hyd ra 

which  allows it to have the same t ractive effort of  about 30,000lbs .  
 

The locomotive  was brought brand new from Thomas Hill by B ritish Petroleum (BP)  for 
use in their  Llandarcy refinery in south Wales, and spent itôs entire working life 

shunting o il tankers. When in the hands of BP it was known as by its running number, 

number 8. Since the loco arrived at the EVR it has been named Tommy.  
 

Arriving  on the EVR in February 2009 it has now entered preservation , with a new 
loving owner.    

 
Builder  Thomas Hill,  

Rotherham  

Built  1973  

Class or type  Vanguard  Works No  246V  
Weight  48 Tons  Running No  8 

Brake Type  Air/UF  Operational Status  Under Repair  
Owner  Private Owner  Arrived  February 2009  
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Rolls - Royce Class Steelman  ñL J Breezeò 

 
 

 
 

The S teelman class of locomotive was  designed  originally to replace steam 
locomotives within the quarry  industry . However, only five were ever built due to 

British Rail selling off the Class 14 locos  to industry , thereby destroying the Steelmans 
intended  market . 10275ôs first home along with three other Steelman locos was at 

Corby  Quarry (Northamptonshire) which was owned by Stewarts and Lloyds Minerals 
Ltd . It  eventually came to be the works shunter at Bombardierôs Wakefield plant 

before moving to  their  Derby  site .  
 

Although this locomotive has 6 wheels it should not be referred  to as a 0 -6-0 because  

it does not have side rods. The correct term for it wheel arrangement is 6 wDH , as it 
has carda n shafts driving each axle . The l oco has a naturally aspira ted  Rolls -Royce 

DV8N V8, 445  horse power diesel engine , and has a hydraulic transmission . It is fitted 
with  train brakes , suitable for hauling a ir braked stock.   

 
The name L J Breeze comes from a former Rolls -Royce and Thomas Hill e mployee Les 

Breeze. He star ted work at Sentinel Shrewsbury. There he  was test house engineer 
and then a Commissioning Engine er for Sentinel diesels. He went  over to T homas Hill  

when loco production transferred to Kilnhurst in 19 71. There  he continued as 
Commissioning Engineer, deliv ering and driver training on new deliveries throughout 

the UK, and in between writing the tech nical  manuals . He was very knowledgeable 
about the locos and this led him to being a sort of guru type figure  within the 

company.   
 

We are very grateful to Bombar dier Transportation for this generous donation.  

 
Builder  Rolls -Royce  Built  1969  

Class or type  Steelman  Works No  10275  
Weight  52  Tons Operational Status  Operational  

Brake Type  Air  Arrived  April 2009  
Owner  Wyve rnRail  Plc   
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RA Lister & Co Class R: 2 6288  (Narrow Gauge)  

 

 
 

This diminutive locomotive was built in 1944 by RA Lister and Company at their 

Dursley Works in Gloucestershire. It is a 2 foot gauge type R ñRail Truckò of which 
many hundreds were built and about 90 survive in preservation. The R ail Trucks were 

a variant of a three wheeled road version, the Auto Truck, which was originally 
conceived for use in factories and as well as agricultural use and for motorised railway 

station trolleys. Several thousands of the road versions were built bet ween 1926 and 
1970, production of the rail version continued until about 1973 when production at 

the Dursley Works ceased.  
 

It has a 7 brake horse power air cooled engine and was bought, when new, by the 
Stoke on Trent Sewage Engineer, for use on the inter nal railway system of Stoke on 

Trent waterworks at Newstead Sludge Disposal Plant, Blurton, as a petrol engined 

locomotive. It was converted to diesel in 1971 and in 1976/77 was transferred to 
Burslem Sewage Works. Rail traffic ceased at Burslem in 1983 an d it was sold to 

Richard Morris, Glodfa Ganol, just before that date in 1981 or 1982 for the Oakley 
Slate Quarry. This was the site of a proposed museum that didnôt materialise and 

therefore all the locomotives from Glodfa Ganol were sold. At some point it  came into 
the hands of Nottingham Museum Service, but by the time the EVRA sought to 

acquire it in 2005, the Museum Service had lost its history and believed it had been a 
locomotive at the Stoke Bardolph Waterworks (having confused the Stoke, of Stoke 

on  Trent, with Stoke Bardolph). It is also considered that it has been rebuilt at some 
time after 1967 as part of the chassis are denoted ñBritish Steelò a name not in use 

before that date.  
 

This type of engine was very common not only in waterworks, but als o in quarries, 
brickworks and other municipal uses. It is owned by the EVRA.  

 
Builder  Ra Lister & Co,  

Dursley  

Built  1944  

Class or type  Type R  Works No  26288  
Weight  3 tons  Running No  26288  

Brake Type  Screw /Air  Operational Status  Operational  
Owner  EVRA Arrived  June 2005  
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 Steam Locomotives  
 

Steam locomotive No 102 Cathryn  
 

 
 

Hudswell and Clarke 0 -6-0T (tank) locomotive:  
 

First designed for the Port of London Authority in 1915, this class of engine continued 

in production at Hudswell and Clark of Le eds until the end of steam locomotive 
building there. This example, number S102 (works number 1884/55), named 

Cathryn, was purchased in 1944 for work at Newmarket Colliery, Stanley, Wakefield, 
where it worked, except for occasional repairs at the central w orkshops (NCB Allerton  

Bywater) until 1969, with its  sister locomotive S103 1864/52. After repairs it was 
then drafted to St Johns Colliery, Wakefield and it alternated between there and Park 

Hill Colliery, Wakefield, until the end of its wo rking life in March 1977. It has been in 
store at S. Harrison, Tinsley; then the South Yorks Preservation Society at Penistone 

and Meadowhall; and the Elsecar Steam Railway, prior to coming to the EVR.  
 

A number of these locomotives were converted by the N CB to the gas production 
system which entailed them being provided with underfeed stokers, and this also 

required the conversion of the funnel to a characteristic conical design which Cathryn 
now has. The "Railway Executive" plate which can be seen on the tank sides is a 

licence plate which indicates that the locomotive is authorised for main line working: 

so it is very likely that one of the collieries at which Cathryn worked had main line 
exchange sidings which required her to make short journeys onto the  main line to 

despatch or collect wagons. Currently in blue, the principal livery of these small, 
powerful engines was a handsome lined maroon. Though powerful, the class were not 

renowned for smoothness of operation.  
 

There are four others in preservatio n, one at the Embsay and Bolton Abbey Steam 
Railway, one (S100, possibly also from Stanley) at the Chasewater Railway, one at 

Quainton Road and one thought to be at the Llangollen Railway  
 

Builder  Hudswell Clark  Built  1944  
Class or type  0-6-0 T  Works No  1884  

Weight  42 tons  Running No  102 Cathryn  
Brake Type  UF Operational Status  Not operational  

Owner  Private Ownership  Arrived  7 th  March 2007  
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Steam locomotives Ferrybridge No 3 and Henry Ellison  
 

  
 

These small steam locomotives were built at the Caledon ia Works, Kilmarnock, of 

Andrew Barclays and Sons Ltd in Scotland. They are 0 -4-0 wheel arrangement saddle 

tank engines (meaning the water tank is on top and around the boiler).  
 

ñNo 3: Brian Harrisonò spent its working life at the Central Electricity Generating 
Boardôs Power Station at Ferrybridge near Knottingly in Yorkshire, a period of some 

16 years, before being replaced in about 1970 by diesel engines. ñHenry Ellisonò spent 
its working life at the Kilnhurst Tar Works of Yorkshire Tar Distillers near Swinton in 

Rotherham, a period of some 23 years, before being made redundant about 1970.  
 

Retired at about the same time, these locomotives were despatched to store at 
Tinsley in Sheffield where they were to remain for some 35 years until being acquired 

on  long term loan by the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway Association, who have agreed to 
restore them. There are a large number of this type of locomotive in preservation, in 

particular with the Ayrshire Railway Preservation Society, the Swindon and Cricklade 
Railway, Bowes Railway, East Anglian Railway Museum, Buckingham Railway Society 

etc.  

 
In the case of ñHenry Ellisonò, on arrival it was in a perfectly filthy condition, as the 

method of keeping it intact was to pour lorry sump oil on it from time to time. 
Primitive, but effective. It had (possibly) a black or dark green livery, or that may just 

be tar, time will tell. Brian Harrison  had been kept under cover and its livery is intact.  
 

 
Builder  Andrew Barclays  Built   1954  

Class or type  0-4-0 ST  Works No  2360  
Weight  22 tons  Running No  No 3; Brain Harrsion  

Brake Type  UF/VAC  Operational Status  Operational  
Owner  On Loan to EVRA  Arrived  22 nd  October 2005  

 
Builder  Andrew Barclays  Built   1947  

Class or type  0-4-0 ST  Works No  2217  
Weight  23 tons  Running No  N/A; Henry Ellison  

Brake Type  UF Operational Status  Under Restoration  
Owner  On Loan to EVRA  Arrived  22 nd  October 2005  
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Railcars  
 

British Railways Railcar 79900 ñIrisò 
 

  
 

Class DL Diesel Railcar Driving Motor Brake Second (class) 79900  

British Railways we re a late starter in introducing diesel railcars. They had observed 
other countriesô experiences for several years before the Railway Executive 

announced a £500,000 programme in November 1952 to introduce eight lightweight 
units to the West Riding of Yorks hire. They were designed by a team headed by R.A. 

Riddles, first Chief Mechanical Engineer of British Railways. The units were intended to 
undergo a testing period before being built en -mass as the standard for use 

throughout the country. Long before the f irst vehicles were complete though it was 

announced in September 1953 that the scheme would be extended to include the 
West Cumberland area, and to many other areas announced in February 1954. This 

was entirely typical of the period, a mad rush to moderniz e the railway resulted in a 
huge variety of locomotives and other vehicles being commissioned and their ñtestò 

batches being extended into bigger productions runs before they were properly 
tested, resulting in some wretched designs, though the Derby Lightw eights were 

largely successful.  
 

In all 219 vehicles were built in 1, 2 and 4 car formations. The first entered service in 
June 1954 in West Yorkshire. Railcar 79900 was, for many years, the railcar used on 

the Branch line from Bletchley to Buckingham. Th e sets met with huge success, 
starting a trend of greatly increasing passenger figures which most first generation 

diesel railcars continued. The livery was engine green, though a very few survived 
long enough to be repainted in rail blue, but not 79900 wh ich became a department 

unit for use as a route learner vehicle (driver training). As the Lightweights were non -

standard they were destined for early withdrawal, with the last withdrawn from 
passenger use in 1969. A single car and a 2 -car went into departm ental use, 

thankfully keeping them long enough to enter the DMU preservation era. These are 
the only survivors of the 219 built. 79900 was previously at the Midland Railway 

Centre, Butterley.  
 

Builder  British Railways  

Derby Works  

Built  1954  

Class or type  DL Running No  79900  

Weight  27 Tons  Operational Status  Operational  

Brake Type  Vac Arrived  February 2008  

Owner  Private Ownership  Seats  61 2nd Class  
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British Railways Railcar 55006  

 

  
 
Class 122 Driving Motor Brake Second. DMBS BR 55006  

This vehicle was  built as a single unit diesel railcar at Gloucester Works by the 

Gloucester Carriage and Wagon Company in 1958, as one of a batch delivered in 
1958, being a class 122 vehicle from Lot 30419, diagram number 539.  

 
This class of vehicles initially went into service on the British Railways Western Region 

and its lines around Birmingham, Stourbridge and Leamington Spa, and later some 
London area branch lines. By the 1960s these units were concentrated on the West 

Country branch lines. It appeared in various liv eries (see note in vehicle 51073 below 
about liveries in general) but was first outshopped in British Railways DMU green 

being repainted around 1967 into rail blue and later, around 1980, into blue and grey. 
In 1984 this unit was transferred to Longsight d epot in Manchester for use on the 

Stockport ï Stalybridge line. However, it returned to the West Country in 1987 due to 
problems being experienced with the replacements units, the class 142 pacers. It was 

eventually replaced on the Looe, Newquay and St Ive s lines in 1993 by class 153 
units and later despatched to MC metals at Sheffield for scrapping in 1995, from 

whence it was rescued for preservation by Mr M Evans, who is the proud owner, who 

has restored it to its original livery. It is one of six example s in preservation.  
 

Builder  Gloucester Carriage 
and Wagon Co  

Built  1958  

Class or type  122  Running No  55006  
Weight  36 Tons  Operational Status  Operational  

Brake Type  Vac Arrived  February 2004  
Owner  Mike Evans  Seats  65 2 nd  Class  
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British Railways Ra ilcar 51360  

 

   
 

Comprised of: Class 117 Driving Motor Brake Second. DMBS BR 51360  
This vehicle was built as part of a 3 car unit diesel railcar set at Paisley Works by the 

Pressed Steel Company in 1959, as one of a batch delivered in 1960, being a class  
117 vehicle from Lot 30546, diagram number 534/850.  

 
This class of vehicles initially went into service on the British Railways Western Region 

and its lines around Paddington, with some on certain Southern Region services from 
Reading. This vehicle, part of set 444 was mainly used on Paddington, Slough and 

Reading services. It appeared in various liveries but was first in British Railways DMU 
green being repainted around 1967 into rail blue and from 1980 into blue and grey. It 

was retained, late in its wor king life at Crewe, with the fairly unusual shed code of CQ 
(Crewe, Railway Age Museum), where, as part of set 444 it was partnered by Trailer 

Coach 59490, now in preservation at the Swansea Vale Railway and Driving Motor 

Second 51402, now in preservation at the Northampton and Lamport Railway.  
 

Builder  Pressed Steel, 
Paisley  

Built  1959  

Class or type  117  Running No  51360  
Weight  36 Tons  Operational Status  Operational  

Brake Type  Vac Arrived  March 2004  
Owner  Mike Evans  Seats  65 2 nd  Class  

  

 

British Railways Railcar 56224  
This DMU was sold to the Keith and Dufftown Railway in March 2010  
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British Railw ays Railcar 51505  

 

    
 

Class 101 Diesel Railcar Driving Motor Composite 51505  
Although ordered as part of a 3 car set, this vehicle was delivered as part of a 4 car 

unit diesel railcar set built at Saltley in Birmingham by Metropolitan -Cammell, as one 
of a batch delivered early in 1959.  
 

This part of the class of vehicles initially went into service on the British Railways 

Eastern Region allocated to Borough Gardens, a sub -shed of Gateshead, and was 
initially used on services between Newcastle, Carlisle and Middlesborough.  

 
This vehicle was first operated in British Railways DMU green livery 195 9-1962, then 

BR DMU green with cream lining and speed whiskers. From 1962 -1970 this was 
amended to BR green with cream lining, and a small yellow warning panel, th en 

1968 -1975 into BR Rail Blue, then 1975 -1988 in BR Blue & Grey livery, then finally 
from 1988 -1995 in Regional Railways livery of white and blue. All units had dark grey 

roofs, black underframes & red buffer beams.  
 

In latter years, the vehicle was part  of a set based which operated around Cardiff 
(1980s), then Manchester (1990s). The set was withdrawn from passenger service 

about summer 2000.  
 

The vehicle was brought to the EVR from the East Anglian Railway Museum at Chappel 

and Wakes Colne. It is in th e care of Railcar Enterprises.  
 

Builder  Met Cammell  Built  1959  
Class or type  101  Running No  51505  

Weight  32 Tons  Operational Status  Operational  
Brake Type  Vac Arrived  12 June 2007  

Owner  Privately Owned  Seats  Originally  
12 1 st ; 53 2 nd    

Now all 2 nd  
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Bri tish Railways Railcar 51188  

 

   
 

Class 101 Diesel Railcar Driving Motor Brake Second (class) 51188  
This vehicle was built at Saltley in Birmingham by Metr opolitan -Cammell in 1959 , as 

one of a  batch delivered in October 1959 . This part of the class of v ehicles initially 
went into service on the London Midland Region of British Rail and by 1965 was 

operating on services around Birmingham.  
 

This vehicle first ran in Britis h Railways DMU green livery 1959 -1962 with black 
underframes and bogies, then BR DMU green with cream lining and speed whiskers. 

From 1962 -1970 this was amended to BR green with cream lining, and a small yellow 
warning panel, then 1967 -1975 into BR Rail Blue with brown underframes and bogies, 

then 1975 -1992 in BR Blue & Grey livery, then f rom about 1992 -1995 in Regional 
Railways livery of white and blue. Finally in about 1995 it was painted in Strathclyde 

Passenger Transport Executive orange livery and remained in this livery through the 

rest of its working life, withdrawal, storage and ear ly preservation. It was returned to 
Rail Blue in 2007.  

 
In latter years, the vehicle was part of a set based which operated around Chester 

(1980s), then Glasgow (1990s) and finally Manchester in 2000 -2001. The set was 
withdrawn from passenger service in 20 01 making it almost the very last of its kind 

on the National Network. This class of railcar had been an everyday sight throughout 
the country and they were the longest serving railcars ever built in the UK, outlasting 

British Railways itself.  
 

The vehicle  was brought to the EVR from the Midland Railway Centre at Butterley, 
having been stored at Shoeburyness after withdrawal in Manchester. It is in the care 

of Railcar Enterprises.  
 

Builder  Met Cammell  Built  1959  
Class or type  101  Running No  51188  

Weight  32 Tons  Operational Status  Operational  
Brake Type  Vac Arrived  16 th  July 2007  

Owner  Privately Owned  Seats  52 2 nd  Class  


